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matters follow the same course. The neighbouring matrons asked of the young wife :
6 Think you some enemy is against you ? ' And she told them what had occurred.
c Foolish girl!' cried they, e wherefore didst thou give her information ? Through fear that thou shouldst become mistress has she wronged thee ! On no account tell her aught again.'
Thus warned, on the third occasion she said naught to the elder wife. But the latter, later understanding, asked her :
' Why didst thou not acquaint me ? '
c Wherefore, indeed, should I inform thee,' replied the younger, ' seeing that twice thou hast brought me to harm ? '
The childless womanth ought/ Now am I undone!' But, watching for her opportunity in the other's carelessness, she at last, when the time of motherhood was nigh, administered again and again her poison. Because of the advanced progress of the matter, the poison acted not as formerly ; and the young mother, in danger of death and suffering the most terrible pain, made this act of resolve concerning the elder wife : c I, woe is me, am undone ! Brought hither by thyself, these three times hast thou slain my offspring, and now am I myself about to die. May I, passing hence, take re-birth as an Ogress,* and may I have power in future lives always to devour thy children.' So resolving, she died, in that very household, and took re-birth in the form of a Cat.f
* Yakkhim. The Yakkhas are an order of beings giftod with various magical powers, and commonly supposed to feed mainly on human or other flesh.
t Buddhist   psychology   teaches   that   the   particular